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Social Justice Will Fait 


CAN SCHOOLS COMBAT PREJUDICE? 


The Jesuits Have a Plan for It 


ATHER A DOZEN former teachers who have each spent 

at least three years in the classrooms in high school or 
college, and they can tell you many things on how to in- 
fluence youngsters. Make sure that your dozen teachers are 
now all seminarians, and they'll be able to tell something 
about the very highest motives that should influence these 
same youngsters in daily life. 
' Such is the special value of the St. Mary’s Plan—a set of 
suggestions for teachers on the enlightenment of white 
students in proper race relations, proper adjustment and 
right application of Catholic truths. It was formulated by 
- fourteen theologians of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) who 
have completed a three-year course of Scholastic Philosophy 
and three years of teaching, and are now engaged at St. 
Mary’s College, St. Marys, Kansas, in the usual final studies 
for the priesthood. Moreover, half of these young Catholics 
are Southerners intensely interested in practical action be- 
cause they see the startling urgency of the issue. 


These scalous richie ~~~ °°» 
wanted to aid Catholic lead- We Ask a Nun 
RITING AN article on 


ers in interracial work by pre- | 

senting a program that could " ome 

-—even with some adaptation | . ; Teaching Interracial- 
ism in Our Schools” is a tall 

For, I am_ neither 


—prove useful. They felt that | 
the Catholic school offers the | order. , 

most promising field in this| preacher, philosopher nor pro- 
work, for several reasons: (1) | tagonist—only a teacher and 
the Catholic school has the|a run-of-the-mill one at that. 
duty of imparting Catholic| Yet, I draw some ideas from 
truth; (2) the school embraces |experience and you must 
children still impressionable | accept them for what they are 
-and unprejudiced; (3) a great worth, There is one precau- 
number of Sisters, Brothers|tion, however. If you are} 
and lay staff members ear- anticipating the cheerful little | 
nestly desire to cooperate in|@@tful or the high-sounding 
the interracial apostolate. eulogies of Catholic education 


; oo characteristic of Commence- 
Primarily these. seminarians | ent Speeches and Conven- 
‘hoped to assist many new|tion Talks, then read no 
teachers by suggesting specific | further. 
ideas to help in presenting the| ‘The situation involved is 
teaching of the Church on jus- frankly this. Catholic educa- 
tice and charity towards all.|tors have the doctrine and 
They had known a few timor-|theory but as Monsignor 
ous souls with high ambition | Sheen would put it, they lack 


(Continued on page 3) (Continued on page 7) 


“Teach the Truth,” Says Negro Leader 
HERE IS NO institution; the scheme of things that | 
which is a more logical|many subjects lend them- 

one for education against ra-| Selves to education for equal- 

cial bigotry and for racial | ity. Let us examine a few. 
quality than the school. White |, History lends itself readily. 


education does not necessarily There is poste justice in this, 
oom : ’|for that subject is one on 


make people good, it at least| which textbooks carry most | 


helps prevent their doing or 
thinking evil through ignor- 
ance, and ignorance lies at the 
root of nearly all race preju- 
dice. 

Much can be said for the 
school’s becoming a_ propa- 
ganda agent for racial equal- 
ity. Much as it became such 
an agent for victory in the 
recent war and as it is for pa- 
triotism year in and year out. 
For why was the war fought 
and why are we loyal to the 
United States if not to pre- 
serve and put into ever wider 
and more consistent practice 
the principle of human broth- 
erhood? But the school’s main 
function in race relations as 


;}misinformation in _ dealing 
|with,minorities. The first step 
jis the removal of textbooks 
{containing untruths about 
Negroes and other minority 
groups. Many history books 
j}hold that 
|were happy with their lot, 
that “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” ex- 
| aggerates, that there is noth- 
ing good about the Recon- 
struction period, that without 
ithe compulsions of slavery, 
| the Negro became lazy. These 
| things can be disproved by 
reference to countless legal 
documents and by the histor- 
ical writings of respected 
|scholars. But such textbooks 


the Negro slaves | 


+ 


+ 





Qlerig Wine 





NE OF THE most impor- 

tant things in a school is 
the friendship of its pupils for 
one another, no matter what 
the race, color or nationality. 
In this regard, it is important 
to remember that God, the 
Father of us all, made all men 
fundamentally equal, with the 
same claims to justice. 

In our school, The Annun- 
ciation School 
are putting forth their best 
efforts to carry out this policy. 


Among our pupils there are 


“Positive Approach 
Necessary,” Says 
P. S. Teacher 


NE OF THE great prob- 
lems in the field of edu- 
ication today is that of break- 
ing down racial prejudice 


j;minds of so many American 
|people. With very young 
children prejudice must be 
approached in a positive way 
—for children feel no preju- 
|dice until they learn it from 


parents or other adults. 
|Therefore if they have not 
been taught it they do not 
iknow of its existence. If a 
teacher unconsciously men- 
tions that a colored boy might 
get into trouble with a group 
of white children and then 
goes on to explain, the chil- 
dren only stare; their mouths 





which is so prevalent in the | 


|other people — so often their | 


remain in the schools. History | open in astonishment, for they 





in other things is to teach the| books should tell of the part 


facts—the unvarnished truth. Negroes played in their awn | 

The essential oneness of the | liberation—of the slave insur- 
human family is such a cen-| rections, the Negro abolition- 
tral and outstanding fact in!.. (Continued on page 6) 


can not conceive of such a 

thing unless the idea has been 
suggested to them before. 

The approach must be pos- 
(Continued on page 7) 
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for Girls, all| what is due to her no matter 









many races and nationalities, 
Spanish, Freneh, Filipino, 
East Indian, West Indian, 
American colored and white 
children. Yet all seem to get 
along. well together and we 
do not see any serious diffi- 
culties in our relations, one 
with another. 

When a girl in our school 
needs correction she receives 


what her complexion; when 


she deserves praise our teach- | 
ers give it lavishly without 






“Teachers Must Set the Example,” Says Pupil 


|consideration of her color, 
race or nationality. 
I have read of race riots and 
|discrimination in various 
schools of our country. If the 
‘teachers in those schools set 
'the example as our teachers 
|do, of treating each pupil in- 
'dividually as a child of God, 
Our Father, I am sure the re- 
sults would be as happy as 
| those in our school. 
—Rita Rivera 
an 8th Grade pupil. 


| 





A Brother From Kentucky Answers 


S THE I. R. T. express 
carried me swiftly down- 


tention of family, friends and 
| associates, In addition to such 


|town, my thoughts returned to | Primary considerations, the 





Friendship House, which I had 
just left. From Kentucky to 


‘role assumes gigantic propor- 


| tions when one stops to realize 
| the potentialities afforded by 


10 Cents 


Harlem via Brooklyn, surely 
an unusual experience; but | <chool teacher. Fascinating as 
the actual journey in mileage | * os 
hed beak 2 nodhing cohen | may be the vistas thus opened, 
compared to the mental odys- F am going to restrict myself 
sey which | to my own experience, feeling 


accompanied it. | ae — 
Dorothy Day’s From Union| that despite the lure of theory, 


Square to Rome seems to have | the very real values of prac- 
| tice offer more concrete ma- 


expressed a similar transition | “~~ 
at . Seed aes terial to present to the reader. 


in the social order; but it was | , ; 
not a book which Mabel| Of, first importance is the 
My own 


Knight had asked me to write | matter of prayer. 
after lunch in Madonna Flat, | devotion in this matter is the 
but merely something with! prayer for the canonization of 
which I as a high school teach- | Bl. Martin de Porres, which I 
er had practical experience: | say each morning. Some such 
“Ways of encouraging toler-| recitation prepares for the day 
ance and racial justice in the| to follow. As a member of a 
high school.” | religious congregation of 

Basically the Catholic | teaching Brothers assigned to 
high school teacher has the|a diocesan high school in 


| the position of a Catholic high 


same opportunity as any other 
Catholic in promoting the 
cause of racial justice, those 
means which enable a person 


\to bring his views to the at- 


Brooklyn, I am faced with the 
normal procedure of a second- 
ary school program. Daily in- 
tercourse with fellow staff 
(Continued on page 6) 





s 








Se 






























































‘ Celdiat 
eniecieiiieiiendeeineteimeend tala oe 


insgenapeninesttinheasitiibaithattiattie hile ener ete eee ee 








Vel. 6 No. 11 


oe Re |? April 
HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 


84 WEST 136th STREET Tel AUdubon 38-4892 
CATHERINE DB BHUEBCK DUHEKTY.. Editor 
BETTY LEONARD......... oven es : 
MABEL C. KNIGHT. coos. ce. sec cece cer weceres 
MELITA RODECK........+.++-- ° os Sgeepees un bays Staff Artist 

ANN HARRIGAN EDDIB DOHERTY 
A Member of the Catholic Presse Association 


ce eeeseeee Assistant Editor 
covecccce Managing Editor 


HARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS ts owned, operated and published monthly 


September through June and bi-monthly July-August by Friendship House at 

34 West 135th Street, New York 30, N. Y Entered as second class matter Decem 

ber 13, 1943. at the Post Office at New York, N. ¥., under the Act of March 3 
1879. Subscription Price $1.00 Year. Single copies 10c. 





~ THE HIDDEN LIFE 


The shining feast of the Resurrection, brings anew 
thoughts of the Hidden Life of Christ. For Easter is 
the visible sign of The Seed that has been planted on 
earth and died to produce great fruit. 

Yes, Easter is the spring season, when men plant 
grains of wheat into the soft earth, so that they, dying 
today, on the morrow multiply and ripen, and being 
ground up into white flour feeds them and their families 
ijn the shape of a warm tasty loaf of bread, that will 
give them strength to both live and practice virtue, 
which will bring them too, to their resurrection in the 
Lord! 

He Who rose to Heaven in His mortal Body, was also 
.a Grain... that died . .. only to come back to us in the 
shape of BREAD—THAT WE MAY HAVE LIFE AND 
MAY HAVE IT MORE ABUNDANTLY! 
and awesome is the smile... . 

But, long before His death, He gave us his earthly 




























AND THEY KNEW HIM | 
Beautiful Staff Reporter 


By M. C. K. 






missionary to Africa. She had 
a long talk with a Portuguese 
Negro visitor. Her doctor, 
originally non-Catholic, has 


life. A pattern to follow. A school to learn in. And) JNSPIRATION to try harder |now entered the Church. 


the key to that pattern: and that school lies in those! to bring the world to Christ 
: has been comihg from the mis- 


far away Hidden Years. Easter then is a good time to| sionaries and chaplains who | wi 
take up the key and journey into them walking slowly,| have come to visit at Friend-|from Dublin to the Philip- 


LITTLE Irish sister 
dropped in on her way 


reverently, silently to listen in His great silence to their 
important lessons. 

For they teach much, to those who take time to learn. 
First they teach Poverty. The real, true, infinite deep, 
holy poverty, the final symbol of which is THE NAKED 
CHRIST ON THE NAKED CROSS. For true holy 
poverty is a hidden virtue, like His own long hidden 
years. It begins where most end. It considers giving 
up material possessions even under vow, as but the 
beginning, knowing well that true poverty IS DYING 
TO SELF. And whilst it spurns all worldly goods, it is 
also indifferent to them and to any act of possession .. . 
for it desires with a great desire not to possess but to 
be possessed by God. And in order to belong to Him, 
to be His, it empties itself of all possessions that are not 
He. Above all it surrenders its will completely to His. 
It walks hand in hand with Humility and Abandonment. 
Rejoicing in trials and tribulations its only wealth. Its 
final goal to follow a naked Christ unto a naked Cross. 

But the Hidden years of the Lord teach more. They 
teach patience. For those who have walked the long 
road to them, in true poverty, have ceased to walk in 
time, and have begun to live in eternity. And eternity 
is patient. As patient as God is with us. Giving us a 
constant example of the extent of our patience with 
others. 

Poverty, Humility and Patience, open the gates of 
minds, souls, and hearts to mercy and kindness. Mercy, 
that understanding forgives all things seventy time 
seven ... infinitely .. . Mercy, that understanding all 
things, is always ready to do good to those who hate, 
practice all the works of mercy, toward those who re- 
vile. Mercy, that walks with kindness, that little-big 
virtue that smooths the paths of men, that treats them 
reverently as images of God, that is never weary to 
listen, and listening help. Mercy that brings magic to 
“little acts” done with a great love. 

Poverty, Humility, Patience, Mercy, Kindness fill the 
hidden years, but the final lesson they teach is that of 
Charity whose other name is LOVE. For the hidden 
years held LOVE ITSELF in their folds. In them one 
can live for a day, a year, a life-time in the House of 
Nazareth that was the House of Love, from which came 
the Bread of Love and Life. Caritas dwelt there... . 
And he who learns to truly love, will be truly poor, 
humble, patient, kind and merciful. . . . And having 
learned to love from Love itself, will hasten, nay run... 
joyously, to lay himself down on the naked Cross to die 
with the naked Christ, to rise with Him into the kingdom 
of Eternal Love, the Lord had prepared for us... . 

Yes, Easter brings anew the thoughts of His Hidden 
Life. 


|ship House. 
A Benedictine army chap- 
plain told us of his trip witha 





| Neumann, the stigmatic, in 
Konnersreuth, Germany. Af- 
ter their arrival at the home 
of her parents she came in 
gaily, looking very healthy. 
|She asked them if they had a 
place to stay. They said they 
‘had their sleeping bags and 
;were used to sleeping any- 
where. But she took them to 
}a neighbor’s house and 
| brought them two big buckets 
of water and some towels. The 
parish priest told our chap- 
lain that she said to the Nazi 
soldiers- who went to search 
her home, “You don’t trust me 
jand I don’t trust you either.” 
They complained that no one 
had spoken to them as boldly 
|as she had. When one of the 
| neighbor women said, “What 
will we do now without our 
| Fuehrer?” Therese answered, 
“We're well off without him. 
The devil got him. Who plays 
with the devil, the devil will 
icatch.” She sees the gospel of 
the day as if she were on the 
scene. Her sufferings follow 
closely the liturgical seasons, 
disappearing during the joy- 
ous seasons and becoming 
[most severe during Lent. 
| Father saw her during one of 
|her ecstasies. Blood was com- 
| ing from her eyes and she 
| couldn't see, but when he 
| touched her arm she said, “It 
| is a priest from far away.” 
When he gave her his blessing 
ishe said, “I have received a 
‘very good thing from the 
| Saviour.” She is especially in- 
terested in Negroes, having 
| tried at one time to go as a 
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Harlem Friendship House 
News is devoted to the pro- 
motion of Interracial Jus- 
tice. 

Please enter the follow- 
ing subscriptions to F. H. 
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pines. During most of the 


|'war she had been with the 
| guerrillas in the hills of Min- 


group of GI’s to see Therese | danao. Once she and the other 


sisters were captured by the 
Japanese and she was ques- 
en for a long time by a 
high-ranking officer. He said 
the war would be over in six 
months and then the Emperor 
would be on top, under him 
the state, and religion would 
be way down here, pointing to 
the floor. He asked how long 
she would stay under those 
conditions. She answered, 
“As long as I live.” He was 
amazed that he couldn’t get 
her to consent to leave the 
Philippines. He said he knew 





BREAKING OF THE BREAD 


the Catholic church was the 
i'most powerful Christian 
lchurch and the only one 
|strong enough to resist Com- 
i‘munism, but he wouldn’t 
‘stand for the Pope. She said 
|to us the Lord kept her from 
| getting afraid and she remem- 
'bered herself thinking clear- 
ly, “This is very interesting. I 
'mustn’t miss anything.” She 
had been in Shanghai for 
many years teaching Russian 
children. The sisters followed 
the Eastern rite Catholic cere- 
monies along with the chil- 
‘dren and spoke Russian. Ear- 
lier a Russian Catholic priest 
had told us that the Church 
has just finished printing new 
‘books for the Russian liturgy 
of St. John Chrysostom, the 
first printed since the Russian 
Revolution in 1917. The Or- 
thodox clergy want them also 
and may realize the benefits of 
being united to Rome. The 
Catholic Church has life more 
abundantly. 








LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 


Negro Anthem 
By JAMES WELDON JOHNSON 


Lift ev’ry voice and sing, 
Tilt earth and heaven ring, 


Ring with the harmonies of Liberty, 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list’ning skies 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
CHORUS: 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us, 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won. 


Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 


Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our Fathers sighed? 
CHORUS: 


We have come over a way 


That with tears has been watered 


We have come, treading our path through the blood of the 


slaughtered, 


Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
CHORUS: 
3 


God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 


Thou who has brought us this far on the way 


Thou who hast by thy might, 


led us into the light, 


Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
CHORUS: 


Stray from the places our God where we met thee 


Lest our feet— 


Lest our hearts 


Drunk with the wine oj the world we forget thee 


Shadowed beneath Thy hand 
May we forever stand 
True to our God 

True to our Natige land. 
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and little imagination. They 
had known others too busy to 
prepare any special plan for 
instruction and still others 
who doubted the practicality 
of any plan. 

Pooling their knowledge 
and their factual experience, 
these young Jesuits compiled 
a list of points classified rough- 
ly under three headings: 
Within the Classroom; Extra- 
curricular; and General. The 
material given under the first 


division is listed under these | 


class subjects, that under the 
second as relating to special 
activities and clubs. The last 
set of suggestions hardly 
needs explanation. _ 

Comparison with various 
programs sponsored by phil- 
anthropic and secular educa- 
tional groups will show the 
St. Mary’s Plan unusually 
solid and meaty, extending to 
the whole life of the student, 
and therefore subject to ap- 
plication in a greater number 
of ways. 

Its chief feature, however, 
may be seen only when it is 
realized that this is a practical 
application of Catholic truth 
to a widespread social prob- 
lem, and as such, provides an 
example of Catholic life of 
great apostolic value. 

Acadje mic? Impractical? 
One could form this opinion— 
at a first glance. But, it should 
be pointed out, nearly every 
point has been actually put 
into use in Jesuit high schools 
in the North and in the South. 
Any suspicion of unnatural- 
ness and ingenious theoriza- 
tion would be unfounded and 
unjust. These points can be 
applied by a sincere teacher 
because they have been ap- 
plied. 

Remember, the plan has 
been put into practice before, 
and with good results. Judge 
it after you try it. 

Here’s the program: 

Within The Classroom 

1, ENGLISH.—A. Occasion- 
ally read to the students a 
story or article about Negroes. 
For instance, “The Song of 
Johnny Rebel” by B. A. Ton- 
nar, S.J. (Savior’s Call, March 
1945) ; “The Trouble” by J. F. 
Powers (Commonweal, Nov. 
10, 1945). The Negro Digest 
frequently condenses excel- 
lent articles with a Catholic 
interracial angle; “Catholics, 
Christ and Color” by Ted Le- 
Berthon (September, 1944); 
“Challenge to Catholics” by 
Sister M. Verona (November, 
1944). Check Catholic Digest 
index; last October’s issue 
contains three stirring pieces 
and includes the volume. in- 
dex. Keep a close watch for 
stories and news articles that 
would interest students, and 
appoint several to cull similar 
items. 

B. Stage the radio play based 
on the Detroit Riots (Theatre 
Arts Monthly, September, 
1944) and other goods plays. 

C. Assign topics about Ne- 
groes for annual prize essay 
contest; homework sometimes 
on same topic. Examine selec- 
tions from Negro literature. 
Cf. The Negro Caravan. As- 
sign reports on good books 
about Negroes. 

2. HISTORY. Point out Ne- 
gro contributions to civiliza- 
tion, to America, your State, 
your City. Material may be 
found in Negro Builders and 
Heroes by Benjamin Brawley 


‘(Chapel Hill). An extensive 
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bibliography is contained in 
An American Dilemma by 
Gunnar Myrdal (Harpers, 
1944). 

3. CIVICS AND SOCIOL- 
OGY. A. Dwell on social and 
economic aspects of race prob- 
lem. Compare the living 
standards of the Negro with 
those of the whites. Investi- 


gate in your town the wages , 


actually paid to the Negro. 
Apply the principles of Quad- 
ragesimo Anno to local situa- 
tions. Discover the part Ne- 
groes play in labor unions. 
Discuss the living wage, 
showing by contrast how- the 
Negro must get along on far 





less than average white. Show 
how segregation § increases 
public expenditure, rarely 
provides equal facilities and 
always imposes stigma of in- 
feriority. 

B. Constitutional rights of 
Negro citizens, educational 
and recreational provisions 
could be discussed. 

4. SCIENCE. Tell students 
about Negro scientists such as 
George Washington Carver, 
collaborators on atomic bomb, 
etc. 

5. SPEECH. Invite Catholic 
Negro students to join in a 
forum with your students. 
Conduct speech contests and 
invite Negro students to par- 
ticipate. Debating clubs could 
conduct roundtable discus- 
sions. Various topics may be 
related to the problems and 
Catholic solutions. 

6. RELIGION. A. Present 
the Church’s view on Racism 
and acquaint students with 
the Gatholic program for in- 
terracial justice. Propose 
moral cases on the Negroes to 
more advanced students. Cf. 
Father John LaFarge’s book 
The Race Question and the 
Negro for the Church’s views. 

B. Encourage students to be 
polite to Negro help in school, 
at home, on the street and in 
public conveyance; to avoid 
using names which are odious; 
to adopt the customary titles 
of address in polite and civil 
society, Mr., Mrs. and Miss. 
Suggest that they give seat to 
a Negro woman on bus and 
Streetcar, with polite invita- 
tion. Suggest to boys that they 
sit next to a Negro whenever 
possible and start friendly 
conversation. 

C, Condemn rumors and ru- 
mor-mongering. Work gossip 
game in class during a study 
period: Write out a short, 
easy-to-remember statement 
for a boy at the front of the 
room, which he is to repeat, 
in a whisper, to the next boy 
behind him with instructions 
to pass it on to the last boy in 
the room. Write down the 
statement just as the last boy 
receives it after transmission 
and mutilation. Important: 
Don’t let the students know 
your purpose before or during 
the experiment. This is a 
graphic way to show how ru- 
mors are started and how they 
grow. 

In Extracurricular Activities 

7. SODALITY. Interest so- 
dalists in some Negro mission 
by means of letters, personal 
visits to the missioner. Collect 
Catholic magazines and read- 
ing matter for the mission. 
Purchase and distribute leaf- 
lets and pamphlets to classes, 
and others; for example, 
James Madigan’s pamphlet, 
The Catholic Church and the 
Negro. Religion teacher’ may 





JESUIT’S PLAN 


(Continued from page 1) 
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adopt these as class projects 


} { 


related to Catholic Social Ac-| British West 


tion. 

B. Prepare several leaders 
(this would help much in class 
and general group activity) by 
cultivating the proper attitude 
in them; interest them as lead- 
ers in helping you through 
cell-technique of Catholic Ac- 
tion to leaven the larger 
groups. 

8. PUBLICATIONS. A. 
Moderator should assign oc- 
casion4l editorials about local 
interracial situations. Topics 
are countless. 

B. Publicize through the 
school paper and diocesan or- 
gan and other media accom- 
plishments ‘and plans that 
merit and need publicity. 

9. MUSIC AND ART. Fa- 
miliarize students with Ne- 
groes in these fields: Rich- 
mond Barthe, Marien Ander- 
son, etc. Cf. Negro Art: Past 
and present by Alain Locke, 
and The Negro and His Music 
by the same author (both 
publishel by Associates in Ne- 
gro Folk Education). 

10. ATHLETICS. Class 
teams may arrange games 
with matched class teams of 
Negro schools. 

General Projects 

11. BULLETIN BOARD. It 
is important that it be well 
located. The more skilfully 
the material is chosen and pre- 
sented, the more interest will 
be developed. Material may 
be rotated from board to 
board, building to, building, 
school to school. 

12. BOOKRACKS. In class- 
room, corridor, reading room, 
auditorium—display issues of 
Colored Harvest, Interracial 
Review, etc. 

Get Negro Catholic thought 
to student body. For general 
history and statistics, see Col- 
ored Catholics in the United 
States by John T.. Gillard, 
S.S.J. (Josephine Press, Bal- 
timore, 1941). 

13. MITE BOXES. May be 
set up in various spots for par- 
ticular Negro missions, chgos- 
ing different mission each 
month, leading to new con- 
tacts with missioners and pas- 
tors. 

14. PRAYER. Special at- 
tendance at Masses—Individ- 
ual and group; Holy Commu- 
nion; daily prayer; class pray- 
er—all for thorough Catholic 
relations and Negro conver- 
sions. 

a % x 

The writer feels that the 
best recommendation for the 
plan is the fact that it is suc- 
cessfully working in a num- 
ber of Catholic schools. 
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HAVE YOU READ? 


By JOE McGOWAN 
SLAVE AND CITIZEN jo be rewarded with ulti- 


‘ ‘ mate citizenship; he could 
a aria |achieve his release by mar- 


Sidhe ‘datilen ik tall Gis Vict | riage or he might be rewarded 
es , , ow -| with freedom in celebration of 
tee | a church feast day. 

The value of this smatl vol-| It can be seen that one 
ume is in inverse proportion |culture pattern led to the 
to its size. Only 128 pages in | stratification of an intolerable 
length, it is little more than an | es i that — be 

tended essay on the one|<:t-clvum a Civil War The 
ex 7 1© cataclysm, a Civil War. The 
theme: — the difference in other system led to~ the 
|culture patterns affecting the gradual but steady absorption 
Negro in the United States | into the native population; a 


| i o 
and the British West Indies|C°™Plete and stable intega 


tion into the social organism. 
on the one hand and in the! & 





, 3 Se | Frank Tannenbaum is a 
Latin American countries 0M | goynd_ social historian. He 
the other. writes objectively, compiles 


The Negro, brought into} all the facts and fits them 

¢ into their proper category 
: without forcing them to suit 
‘the United States and the any special economic theory 
Indies, fared or historical bias. What is 
very badly from every point | primarily important, he rec- 


of view. He was regarded as |°8nizes the role played by 
| religion in the subject he is 


a mere chattel, a piece of \ P 
property. He could be bought | treating. He does ample jus- 
and sold at will. He was not | tice to the Catholic Church. 
looked upon as a person with The book is a valuable con- 
an inherent dignity as a. tribution to the literature on 
creature of God. He had no| the historical origins of the 
rights, he was given no rec-| Tace question.” ; 

ognition before the law. The Joseph McGowan 
sole test of his value to society 
was his ability to perform 
physical labor. Moreover, the 





NORTH STAR SHINING 


A Pictorial History of the 
American Negro 
By HILDEGARDE HOYT SURFT 


to preserve this status quo. 
Every possible barrier was 
erected in law and. local Mustrated by LYND WARD 
aoe ee ae North Star Shining will be 

In South America in those |@ handsome addition to any 
countries under thé influence | public library, schoolroom or 
of Spanish and Portuguese | home. The text covers the 
culture, a different set of| contributions made by colored 


ideas, customs, and _ social : 
patterns prevailed. The men- | P©°P le to the history of Amer- 
tal climate was far different. |ica in all fields of endeavor. 


Slavery was looked upon as/It is written in a lively and 
a misfortune that could befall | jimpid style and arranged in 
any man or group of men; “ | blank verse. 
did not bear a severe socia : Sal 
stigma. The slave still retain- There are some twenty full 
ed his moral dignity. The | Page illustrations, half of them 
integrity of his human per-|in color, They are so out- 
sonality was not diluted in/|standing that many are 
AO le oS eo at | Suitable for framing. Crispus 
e fruit o e teac ; : 
the Catholic Church. All men, | 4ttucks is’ here, as is Joe 
no matter what their status| Louis, Dorie Miller hero of 
in society were brothers in | Pearl Harbor, Harriet Tub- 
Christ and were to be treated | man, Frederick Douglass and 
as such. The virtues of justice | Roland Hayes. 
and charity applied to all men! Tribute is paid to these 
equally. . |heroes of the war just con- 
The temper of .the people | cluded—Robert Brooks, Henry 
then was friendly and in favar | Williams, Marcon Johnson, 
of manumission. As many | George Watson, Vernon J. 
avenues as possible were/|Baker, Capt. L. Thomas, 
opened to enable the slave to / Charles B. Hall and to Chap- 
expedite his freedom. He/lain Clarence Griggs who 
could acquire property; he | died at Okinawa. So him is 
could hire himself out for | the book dedicated. The deeds 
labor and keep a portion of of these men were valorous 
his earnings, he could pur-|and were honored by the 
chase his freedom in install-| highest awards from the U. S. 
ments, he could join the army | Government. 





MONDAY NIGHTS | Clare Boothe Luce 


: Donates Article 
MSGR. LUIGI LIGUTTI 
“There can be no real Cath- Proceeds to Negro 


olic family life in a great me- | Hospital 

i i enough| Mobile, Ala.—Special—Clare 
epee. ugar 2 ae _|Boothe Luce, former member of 
space, light, air, or possibility | Congress and champion of mi- 
of owning the means of pro-|nority rights, has donated $10,- 


ducing a livelihood. Metro- | 99° which she received for a 


; ,.|series of articles written for 
politan workers should MOVE | MeCall’s Magazine on “Why 1 


to a small city where they | joined the Catholic Church” to 
could have a plot of land and ‘a $100,000 Negro maternity hos- 
be within twenty minutes of | pital which will be constructed 
their work. Within a week |here under Catholic auspices. 

after the atomic bomb landed| The Most Rev. Thos. J. Toolen, 
on Hiroshima, the office of the | Bishop of Mobile, in making the 


: * _|announcement, also disclosed 
Catholic Rural Life confer ‘that Jock Whitney contributed 


ence was deluged with re-|s5 909 to the same hospital “by 
way of apology” for statements 
he made in a debate on religion 
with Mrs. Luce, 


quests for information about 
leaving large cities and set- 
tling on the land.” 
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Cross 
bow down thy 


Holy 


Lofty tree, 
branches, 


And thy sinews tense un- 
string: 

Soften, ay! thy native hard- 
ness, 


Smooth the knots that to thee 
cling: 
Then, thy gentle arms extend- 
ing, 
Greet the limbs of heaven’s 
own King. 
Sweet thy wood, thy nails 
still sweeter, 
Sweetest weight thou bear- 
est now. 
Sing, my tongue, the crown- 
ing guerdon 
Of a glorious combat fought. 
oe I ™ 
Thou alone wast deemed 
worthy 
Thus to be the Saviour’s bed: 
Thou, the ark in mercy chosen, 
Hast to port the shipwrecked 
led: 
Thou it is who wast anointed 
By the sacred blood He shed. 
Faithful cross, amidst all 
others, 
Noble tree alone art thou! 
There’s no forest that hath 
yielded 
Flower as thine, or leaf or 
bough. 


_—— 


N. B. There has been agita- 
tion for a Fair Employment 
Practices Act in the State of 
Illinois for years. This year is 
no exception: Once again we 
have an FEPC bill pending in 
committee. On March 18 the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
in which the bills (there are 
two of them, one Republican 
and one Democrat) are at 
present tied up, held a public 
hearing on the “pro” side of 
the question. Thanks to the 
alertness and generosity of its 
volunteers. FH Chicago was 
an official member of the 
“pro” team. 


OTABLE AMONG the 

delegates to board the 
FEPC lobby train to Spring- 
field were two FH delegates 
... and thirty members of the 
CP. The history of FEPC bills 
in Dlinois points this latter 
item to be the very reddest of 


. herrings available (very avail- 


able). Our friends of the her- 
ring, however, insisted that 
the strength of the organiza- 
tion they represented couldn’t 
help but help the movement 
to which it gave its support. 
As an alternative to being 
heard at the hearing, they 








offered to picket all the state | 


buildings. 

At a luncheon for delegates 
we were told to 
speeches to four minutes. So 
we pared our address-calcu- 
lated - to - melt - hearts - of- 
stone - and - vested - interests. 
Then we began our vigil. 

Vigil or no vigil it was 
interesting. We heard Bishop 
Sheil’s representative say: It 
is the stand of the Roman 
Catholic Church that the job 
rights of all citizens must be 
protected by the state. May 


pare our | 


State of Illinois 


65th G. A. 1947 


SENATE BILL NO. 23 
Introduced by Mr. Wimbish, 
1947. 
Read_by title, ordered print-° 
ed and to lay on the Presi- 
dent’s table. 


A BILL 
For an Act relating to dis- 
criminatory provisions in 
certain written instruments. 





Be it enacted by the 
People of the State of Illi- 
nois, represented in the 
General Assembly: 


Section 1. Any provision 
in any deed, contract, lease, 
or other instrument in 
writing hereafter executed 
pertaining to the lease, 
rental, sale, transfer, devise, 
occupancy or ownership of 
real estate, which prohibits 
the lease, rental, sale, trans- 
fer, devise, occupancy or 
ownership to or by any per- 
son or persons on account of 
race or color of such person 
or persons is contrary to 
public policy, void, and un- 
enforceable in any court 
and shall not afford any 
basis for the granting of le- 
gal or equitable relief by 
any court; provided, how- 
ever, that the invalidity of 
such provision in any deed, 
contract, lease, or dther 
agreement in writing per- 
taining to real estate shall 
not affect the validity of 
any other provision con- 
tained in such instrument 
or instruments. 


























F. H. Lobbys for F.E.P.C. 


this serve to clarify any no- 
tion that the Illinois FEPC 
bill is Communist inspired. 

Along the side lines the 
Catholic Labor Alliance was 
able to corner Governor 
Green. He said he was all for 
the FEPC bill. Just wanted 
to keep quiet about it, so that 
he wouldn’t influence anyone 
to vote against his obligations 
to his constituents. 

, As the time passed .. . four 
minutes were cut to three, 
then to two, then to one... 
then to “I represent Friend- 
ship House, national inter- 
eracial organization, which in- 
cludes in its membership four 
thousand citizens of the State 
of Illinois” period. 

So our address, calculated 
to mold humanity ‘nto one 
gtnerous, Christ-loving unit, 
went the way of all things. 
However, after three hours of 
statement within one boun- 
dary: all men have a right to 
equal job opportunity—I had 
a vague twinge that whatever 
we might have said would 
have’ been redundant. 

In the course of those three 
hours churches, federated and 
independent, were represented 
in profusion. Educators; par- 
ticularly in the field of socicl- 
ogy, were nearly as abundant. 
But the largest particular 
group interest represented 
was labor unions. (Inci- 
dently, only one Communist 


speaker was called, new 
precedent in Illinois FEPC 
lobby tradition—we use the 


word tradition advisedly.) I 
didn’t hear anybody get up 
and say he represented big 
business. The con hearings 
were scheduled for the next 
day. 

Mary (Geni) GalloWay. 









Dear White Girl—IV 


By ANN HARRIGAN 


AYBE I forgot to men- 
tion in my last ietter 
(see FH News for January, 
February and March for pre- 


.|.£ious letters) that there are 


over 13,000,000 of us darker 
skinned people in America 
today living under a cloud, 
literally, exactly. 

We find it difficult or im- 
possible to get a decent home. 

Yet when we prove to you 
that it is so, you answer: BUT 
WOULDN’T THIS LEAD TO 
INTERMARRIAGE? 


When we are sick we find 
it usually impossible to get 
into Catholic hospitals. Why? 
The reason given is put thus; 
WOULD YOU WANT YOUR 
SISTER TO MARRY A 
NEGRO? 

We still find it difficult to 
find a job other than “me- 
nial” work, and we are not 
going to be allowed to take 
better jobs easily ... because 
that may make us “uppity,” 
and we may get notions in 
our head of marrying whites! 

Our children are supposed 
to get a Catholic education 
according to canon law, which 
applies to colored as well as 
white children. Yet we find 
barriers all along the line, in 
grammar and high gchools, in 


college and _ professional 
schools. The reason given? 
Intermarriage! 


There is hardly a place in 
America that any of us at FH 
has ever lectured at where 
this was not the main ques- 
tion bothering those present. 
AND YET THERE IS NO 
NECESSARY CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THEM. To inject 
the question of marriage into 
a discussion of the injustices 
that have existed in this coun- 
try for hundreds of years is to 
drag a red herring across the 
trail and obscure the real 
issue 

T CAN BE truthfully said 

that the question of inter- 
marriage is UTTERLY IR- 
RELEVANT to the subject of 
how to remedy the evils re- 
sulting» from  jim-crowism. 
Our concern, the concern of 
all right thinking human be- 
ings is to do away with in- 
justice, to attack prejudice as 
it works its evil way into the 
lifeblood of our social body 
and poisons it for both white 
and colored. 

A lady once asked me after 
a lecture, “What is your atti- 
tude toward interracial mar- 
riage?” I said to her, “Why, 
that of any good Catholic.” 
She looked dubious. 
“You know what that is, of 
course?” She seemed lost for 
an answer, but admitted that 
she thought the Church was 
against it. 

“No such thing. The Church 
is neither for nor against in- 
termarriage. Proof of this is 
that in all the hundreds of 
volumes that make up canon 


Jaw on the subject, there is | 


nothing in them about racial 


factors whatsoever. This is 
one of the reasons that the 
Church is called Catholic, 
because it means universal, 


embracing ALL races, nations, 
people. 


Catholic Students 


Attend Interracial Tea 

New York — Special — Twenty 
student representatives of Mt. 
St. Vincent’s College, Riverdale, 
attended the weekly interracial 
tea here recently at the offices of 
the Interracial Review, 20 Vesey 
Street. 


I said,” 











One night in Friendship 
House after a lecture a man 
pushed his way through the 
crowd to the speaker and de- 
manded to know in no uncer- 
tain terms if it was true that 
the Catholic Church set up 
barriers to the marriage of 
two whites, if one of them was 
a non-Catholic, and yet set up 
no such barriers when two 
Catholic parties were of dif- 
ferent races? And the answer 
First things first, says 


is yes. ; 
the Church. Race is no par- 
ticular barrier but religion 


almost always is. 

*HIS PREJUDICE we 
‘| Catholics as much as 
anybody else have about 
interracial marriage reflects 
the fact that we are living in 
an atmosphere that is not 
catholic. For in Catholic 
countries, or even countries 
that formerly were Catholics, 
there is no Golor prejudice. In 
Europe, Mexico, South Amer- 
ica, Russia... we find no color 
prejudice, because the roots of 
the faith are imbedded in the 
doctrine of the Mystical Body 
of Christ. 

Our pattern of segregation 
comes from the South and 
that means that we Catholics 
are following a pattern that 
was set by non-Catholics, and 
strangest of all we champion 
it as if it were not inconsistent 
with the deepest and dearest 
principles of our Faith! 

Then, too, when we talk 
about intermarriage, what do 
we mean? Intermarriage of 
the illicit kind has been going 
on for many centuries in 
America. Proof of this is that 
we have no longer a_ black 
race in the USA, but a brown 
race, and this fact is traceable 
to the lust of the white man 
for the dark woman. Or have 
we Catholics ceased calling 
adultery, adultery, and forni- 
cation, fornication? How 
many of us in opposing legal 
intermarriage find ourselves 
in the position of being on the 
side of.mortal sin and public 
opinion, rather than on the 
side of the Christ and the 
Church, and free choice in the 
selection of a life partner? 

UNNAR MYRDAL’S 

“American Dilemma” 
brings out the interesting fact 
that in asking whites to list 
the items in order of impor- 
tance that they felt Were es- 
sential to a proper evaluation 
of racial issues, the author 
found that first on their list 
was interracial marriage. In 
asking Negroes the same 
question, he found it listed 
last! White people are so 
preoccupied with intermar- 
riage, and fear it so pro- 
foundly that they assume, er- 
roneously, that it is an impor- 
tant factor always with the 
Négro. Why it is so hard for 
a human being to see that 
what we human beings want 
is decent housing, decent jobs, 
decent schooling, decent medi- 
cal facilities, decent American 
Christian treatment in this 
land of ours? If an interracial 
marriage occurs it is a by- 
product of mutual interests, 
and we assume is done with 
the consent of both parties, 
and is only dimly if at all con- 
nected with the struggle for 
plain ordinary human rights 
that those of dark skin have to 
battle for and hope some day 
to win? 

Sincerely yours, 
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Our Lease 


PRIL 30TH gets closer 
and closer. That is the 
day that the ax is scheduled 
to fall. If St. Joseph, Blessed 
Martin or someone doesn’t 
come through, FH, Chicago, 
will be homeless. . 
.We have been making ap- 
peals to our forum audiences 
for any information they 
might have about vacan 
quarters on the South Side, 
We are to the point where we 
will consider any store, house, 
shack, garage, tent, vacant lot 
or lean-to that is available. 

Miss Worthington, the 87- 
year-old who really gets 
around, turned up with a pos* 
sibility. A house on Michigan 
Avenue that has been for sale 
for ten vears. Ann thought we 
might be able to persuade the 
owner to rent it, so she scur- 
ried over there with Teena’s 
uncle, the real estate man. 

An eccentric looking, old 
woman answered their ring. 
She put on her hat and coat 
and prepared for a long busi- 
ness talk outside. She said 
they could not possibly see the 
inside of the house unless Ann 
first signed a paper saying she 
was willing to pay $12,000 for 
it. No wonder the place has 
been for sale for ten years. It 
is probably haunted.. Another 
possibility is a bank building 
on State Street. We can’t 
picture the staff operating 
from cages. But who knows? 

All of our “WHODUNIT” 
reading has finally borne fruit. 
We have deduced and deduced 
until we now think we know 


| who owns 309 E. 43rd. We 


have been dealing with an 
agent and could not find out 
who the landlord is who js 
putting the squeeze on us, 
Thus, we have not been able 
to beard this wicked lion in 
his den. But it looks now as 
if his den is practically next 
door to us. We found out who 
did the deed—beg pardon+- 
who has the deed in this man- 
ner. Follow closely. 

When we were first prom- 
ised an eviction the merchants 
on six blocks of 43rd Street 


signed a petition demanding 


that we be left alone. They 
presented this to the real es- 
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Runs Out 


tate agent. All but one of the 
merchants had signed the 
petition. This unsympathetic 
one, we learned, was the man 
in the corner drug store, two 
doors from us. 


HEN HE WAS very so- 

licitous about our crisis 
we had our first clue. Our 
suspicions arose noticeably 
when he offered to pay our 
expense any time we wanted 
to get out. When a neighbor_ 
dropped a remark about his 
owning the store in which he 
did business we put our heads 
together. We were now in the 
home stretch. We checked 
further—ah, but you are way 
ahead of me—and found that 
the owner of the corner store 
owns the whole block. 


There he sits in his drug 
store merrily compounding 
prescriptions little knowing 
that in a few days he.will re- 
ceive unexpected visitors who 
are on to his game. 7 

Don’t think from the flip- 
pant tone of this article that 
we are unaware of the seri- 
ousness of the situation. In- 
deed, April 30th looks all too 
close, and combing the real 
estate market in Chicago as 
we have been doing reveajs 
that talk of an*acute housing 
shortage is all too true, but 
St. Basil says that we should 
“ask of God big things,” so we 
We want a place around 
our present headquarters 
which is larger and which 
could be used not only for our 
children’s work, but also for 
the expanding teen-agers pro- 
gram, for clothing distribu- 
tion, and finally to house at 
least some of our eight staff 
workers here in Chicago. 

You can see we are taking 
St. Basil seriously. But why 
not? Especially when we have 
so many abundant proofs of 
God’s Providence, such as last 
November when we were 
then faced with eviction, a 
miraculous six months exten- 
sion lease was given to us, 


St. Joseph please get us a 
house with some ground 
around it for a sand lot for the 
youngsters and space for ball: 
games for the teen-agers. 

































































































































































































































HERE IS A parish border- 

ing the ‘Negro district on 
the South Side of Chicago, 
most of whose members came 
from Ireland to America in 
order to be free and equal and 
get a good start in life. In the 
basement of the parish hall 
not long ago, a meeting of 
Protestant and Catholic 
property owners and_ tax- 
payers of the neighborhood 
was held to plan how to keep 
Negroes out and to make 
America safe for white 
supremacy. There was a pa- 
rishioner, however, who, 
thank God, stood up and ad- 
dressed the meeting in words 
like these: 


“I was born in the north of 
Ireland, where persecution of 
Catholics is in the air we 
breathe. I came to America 
not so long ago, to escape 
persecution and try to live a 
better life. Many of you na- 
tive Irish have come here for 
the same reason. What right 
have we immigrants to dis- 
criminate against these native 
Americans, we who have re- 
ceived so much_ hospitality 
ourselves. For the non-Cath- 
olics present I want to say 
that the viewpoint about sign- 
ing restrictive covenants and 
of keeping Negroes out does 
not represent the viewpoint 


of the Roman Catholic 
Church .. .” 
e.a°.% 


Congratulations to all the 
Catholic colleges which cele- 
brated Interracial Justice 
week with inter-college for- 
ums on national topics, 
speeches, articles, posters, and 
essay contests on race rela- 
tions, Negro history, etc. In- 
troduction of courses on race 
relations are some of the ways 
that have proven highly suc- 


cessful on the part of students > 


themselves to impress on 
other students the funda- 
mental injustices in segrega- 
tion and racial discrimination 
generally. 

cog * me 

There is a Catholic high- 
school we know in Chicago 
where there is a lot of race 
prejudice among the students 
and possibly among the fac- 
ulty. But there is one mem- 
ber of that faculty who took 
the matter in hand and 
-brought fifteen kids down. to 
Friendship House for an all- 
day session. The objectives 
were: 1. To -make a tour of 
Friendship House and see the 
work being done. 2. To get as 
much information and back- 
ground as possible from the 
time spent there, plus books 
and pamphlets recommended 
for reading in order that 3, 
They might conduct an assem- 
bly on interracial justice back 
in their Alma Mater the fol- 
lowing week and 4. That 
they might have a chance to 
air there own difficulties. 

These kids were really in 
earnest and it was a big day 
for Mary Fregeau, who did 
the bulk of the explanation, to 
take the questions 
out from these kids and to 
handle all the shades of preju- 
dice revealed by their ques- 
tions. 

One of the cardinal rules 
that Friendship House always 
goes by is to never have a dis- 
cussion more than twenty 
minutes in which you don’t 
serve something to eat and 
drink. After the tea was 
served to this group, they 
really thawed out and let 
their hair down and really 





pouring || 





* 


brought out some whoopers, 
but there was a sincere desire 
to know Father Cantwell’s 
new pamphlet, “A Catholic 
Looks at Race Relations,” 
“The Races of Mankind,” 
“Sense and Nonsense About 
Race,” “Friendship House 
Speaks” as well as our other 
literature were taken home 
by them. 

We know they were read, 
too, because the following 
week when the assembly was 
held, Mary Fregeau, who was 
behind the wings of the stage 
was thrilled by the simple and 
thorough way they dealt with 
their speeches on the six as- 
pects of interracial justice and 
the even more wonderful way 
in which they handled the 
questions. The major portion 
of the credit goes to the little 
nun who saw the race preju- 
dice in her school, and who 
did something constructive to 
open the minds of the igno- 
rant, a spiritual work of 
mercy. 

. @ = 


Father McAndrew, MSSsT, 
of Immaculate Conception 
Church, Camden, Mississippi, 
has sent out an appeal for 
money to try to subsidize an 
agricultural school in order 
that the sfhall tracts of land 
which the government is offer- 
ing for cultivation to return- 
ing veterans may be had by 
Negroes as well as whites. It 
seems that all the applications 
of the Negro veterans have 
been ignored, so Father 
McAndrew bought a barracks 
with the money he had on 
hand and now needs equip- 
ment, so that the school can 
get its license and be a center 
for these young American vet- 
erans to own their own homes 
and jive on the land. Please 
send him something, no mat- 
ter how small it might be. 

sg * tk 


S.0.S.!. S.0.S.! We need 
for our camp-at-home in Chi- 
cago this summer volunteers, 
colored and white, men and 
women, especially the young 
ones of college or working 
age, who would like to’ spend 
a month or six weeks with us 
in running a good vacation 
school for the children of this 
community. We know you 
can probably get a job and 
make a little extra money, but 
we are asking you in the name 
of Christ, if the money is not 
absolutely essential, won't 
you please give up part of 
your summer to put your 
shoulder to the wheel to do 
your bit for reconstruction of 
the social order by learning 
about interracial: justice and 
helping some of the members 
of the Mystical Body. Please 
get in touch with Mary Fre- 
geau. 


ok 7 id 


The house search goes on. 
Does anybody know where we 
can get a two or three-story 
brick house with ground 
around for a playground for 
children, even though small, 
with rooms enough to house 
the following projects: a li- 
brary, a kitchen, a children’s 
play center, a teen-agers club- 
room, clothing rooms, rooms 
for clothing distribution, and 
rooms for staff members.: We 


are making our needs known, 
so that St. Joseph will not say 
to us: “You may have acted as 
if all depended on God, but 
you haye not acted as if all ' 
depended on you.” 
presses, please copy. 


Celestial 


* - , ‘ 
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As the Jim Crow Flies 















The Casita 


UR BIG BIG news for the 
month of April is that 
April in the Chicago Casita is 
TEEN-AGER MONTH. As 
this goes to press, our pro- 


| gram is being ushered in with 


a flurry of hand-bills, de- 
signed and produced by our 
brand new, ready, willing and 
‘very, very able artist volun- 
teer, Miss Loretta Gebhardt 
of Loyola University. 


Over and above the con- 
tinuing program of casual 
dancing and games (ping 
pong, baby pool, cards and 
checkers), our new program 
will include classes in jewelry 
craft, knitting, lettering and 
a library hour, with the pos- 
sibility of square dance and 
drama groups developing. In 
the rosy dream department 
we have: 1 house.* In this 
house there would be 1 Teen 
Age Room, where would be 
born our Boys’ Club and our 
Girls’ Club—two things our 
youngsters have _ requested 
over and over again. If you 
know of a house near 43rd... ! 

We have some big LITTLE 
news, too: On Monday, March 
31, we held our first Brownie 
Scout meeting. Marge Quilty, 
a veteran among our F. H. 
volunteers, is the sweet, gra- 
cious and energetic mover be- 
hind the scenes; first assist- 
ant to Marge is our zealous 
new worker, Dorothy Walsh. 


E ARE oh so happy to 
report that Bill Flynn, 





| 





! 








found herself 


a House 


former Casita Director, is im- 
proving. Edward Fulth of 
eight odd years was quite 
shocked to learn that Mr. Bill 
is still in process of getting 
better: “Oh, if I'd only 
known!” he _ exclaimed, “I 
thought Mr. Bill was well 
again and I stopped praying. 
But I'll start in again, right 
away!” 

Our special lenten activity 
has been the organization of 
two Rosary Clubs, one for the 
little people and one for the 
little bigger ones. 

All in all, we feel a happy 
hum in our Casita heart these 
days. Perish forbid, though, 
that the faint whir should dis- 
tract Blessed Martin from the 
little old orders lying around 
on his desk: Some ping pong 
balls, some chess and checker 
men, a pool table—a HOUSE. 
Dear Blessed Martin! 


Mary (Geni) Galloway 
*(As perhaps each of you knows, 
our eviction becomes final on April 
30th), 


Visiting Volunteers 


Yes, they’ve been fools— 
those college kids, teachers 
and seminarians, who’ve come 
and helped us out in the past 
summers, but what wonderful, 
lovable fools — among the 
grandest people we've ever 
known. A visiting volunteer 
is, in Friendship House, a man 
or woman (usually a student) 
who decides to come during 
his summer holiday (‘“holi- 
day,” mind you) and spend 
anywhere from six to eight 
weeks living the life of a staff 
worker and working in the 
apostolate of interracial jus- 
tice. Now as we all know, 
jobs have been pretty avail- 
able these last few years, pay- 
ing good money too, and what 
college Joe or Josy can’t af- 
ford to raise that extra money 


| 


which will look like $$$$$$$$_| 


next fall when school opens. 
Or if one’s family happens to 
have a cottage at a summer 
resort, is ft not easy to con- 
vince oneself that after a year 
of study, grind and burnt can- 
dles, one owes oneself such 
things as air, water, exercise 
and sun. Acceleration has 
been in vogue, too, tempting 
many to keep on studying 
through the summer with an 
earlier graduation in view. 
Yet in spite of all these 
weighty and true considera- 
tions, FH has seen people 
come in the hottest and grim- 
iest time of the year on 43rd 


| Street, Chicago, come and 


work for nothing, come and 
pay part at least of their 
expenses (meals are provided 
by FH) come and work twelve 
hours a day for Christ and 
love of His Mystical Body. 
Some have contributed their 
“foolishness” in the library, 
some in the kitchen, some vis- 
iting the sick and the prisons, 
most have worked with the 
children in our annual CYO 
Vacation School when the 
Casita is packed from portal 
to portal with about seventy 





children each day. And Casita 
means “little house”! 

Solicitous friends and rela- 
tives and anxious parents of- 
ten provide opposition, usual- 
ly with jeers and sometimes 
even tears. What! You want 
to waste all that good time 
working for nothing—and 
what will people say if they 
hear you’re going to live and 
work with people of another 
race. Besides you know you 
need a new coat next fall! And 
so it goes. No wonder we say 
they have all been heroic: 
Bob, Carl, Phil, Dutch, Mary- 
ellen, Lois, Adolph, Esther, 
Jim, Tena, Clif, Helen, Mary, 
Barry, Sylvester, Elizabeth, 
George, Rosemary, Teresa 
and, the three Sisters who 
came to teach religion. 

We are looking forward now 
to the summer of 1947 won- 
dering whom Our Lord and 
Blessed Martin will send us 
this year to work, play, study 
and pray with us during June, 
July and August. We-have 
not spoken much of the re- 
wards, but they are there too, 
many and various, As one vis- 
iting volunteer last year ‘said 
recently: “After six weeks at 
Friendship House, the streets 
were just as dirty, the heat 


even more deadening, the 
noise, as always, nerve wrack- 
ing. But I left the ‘Black 


Belt?’ reluctantly. I had 
learned to love its people.” 
Would you like to come and 
see for yourself? Write at 
once to Miss Ann Harrigan, 
309 East 43rd street, Chicago 
15, Illinois. 


Easter Sunday 
This is the day which the 
Lord hath made; let us be glad 
and rejoice therein. Give 
praise to the Lord, for He is 
good: for His mercy endur- 
eth forever. Alleluia, alleluia, 

Christ our pasch is sacrifice. 
—Gradual from Mass of 

Easter. ; 
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TABLEAU 


Locked arm in arm they cross the way, 
The black boy and the white, 

The golden splendor of the day, 
The sable pride of night. 


From lowered blinds the dark folk stare, 
" And here the fair folk talk, 
Indignant that these two should dare 
In unison to walk. 


Oblivious to look and word 
They pass, and see no wonder 
That lightning brilliant as a sword 
Should blaze the path of thunder. 





(Continued from page 1) 
members, both religious and 
lay, allows me to frequently 
participate in discussions both 
general and particular. A tol- 
erant attitude counts for much 
at such times. Yet there must 
always be a true understand- 
ing of human nature underly- 
ing this type of apostleship. 
Persistent, overbearing, im- 
prudent ranting can be pro- 
ductive of more harm than 
good. Armed with a thorough 
knowledge of the aims and 
methods of racial justice, with 
appeals to Catholic philosophy 
and patriotic motives, the fac- 
ulty member can clarify un- 
satisfactory situations and 
promote interest in the work, 
interest which may be infini- 
tesimal at first, but which by 
skillful handling can be nour- 
ished into a sturdy zeal. 


HE FIRST CLASS of the 
day with us, as with most 


Countee Cullen. 
Reprinted from “COLOR” 


ing the discussion and apply- 
ing directions at critical mo- 
ments. 

Contributing its share to the 
composite picture is the class 
pamphlet rack. Amid the at- 
tractions of the colorful pub- 
lications of the Queens Work 
and the Paulist Press there 
are items which encourage ra- 
cial tolerance and social jus- 
tice. Publications of Friend- 
ship House Press allow the 
student to become familiar 
with the aims of this institu- 
tion. There is no force ex- 
erted in causing the students 
to read the works on display, 
but curiosity often prompts 
them to pick up the pamphlet 
and then at least a seed has 
been sown. 

Allied to this mine of infor- 
mation is the class bulletin 
board. An ever-changing dis- 
play of clippings, book jack- 


lets, and recommended read- 


ings can vie for prominence 


other Catholic high schools, is | with other customary bulletin 
the religious period. At pres-| board notices. The appeal to 
ent I am teaching second half | curiosity is again to be empha- 
juniors, but at various times I | sized, for this valuable quality 
have taught sophomores as | makes the high school student 


well as seniors. 


Emphasized | an apt subject for the spread 


in the sixth term is the New| of correct ideas of racial tol- 


Testament. 
senior class has in addition to 


Each junior and | erance. 


The Catholic Student Mis- 


the religion text a particular| sion Crusade and the Propa- 


papal encyclical to 
Without any difficulty the 
teaching of Christ and His 
Church find apt illustrations 
in the question of racial and 
social justice. Upper class 
students are aware in varying 


study.| gation of the Faith Society 


are both represented in the 
school. Several 
The Crusader and The Sigh 
are found in each class in an 
attempt to promote Catholic 


|reading and interest in the 


degrees of the importance of| missions both domestic and 
the problems from both a re- | foreign. 


ligious and a patriotic point of | 


view. Proper stimuli applied 
at crucial moments, the ap- 
peals to reason, to justice, and 
to charity, usually find respon- 
Sive minds. It is wise to al- 
low the students to discuss the 
matter themselves, the teacher 
acting as a chairman in guid- 


‘ « Ba Maa 


If student interest can be 
centered on a specific project; 
much good can be accomplish- 
ed. Last term in a senior 
class a three-day school-wide 
clothing drive for Friendship 
House was organized and pro- 
moted by the class, instigated, 
I admit, by the teacher. Small 


copies. of | 


Teach the Truth 


(Continued from page 1) 
ist orators, the Negro regi- 
ments in the Civil War, the 
democratic struggles that fol- 


lowed that war. Frederick 
Douglass, Harriet Tubman 
and David Walker’ should 


share the tributes justly given 
to Garrison, Lovejoy, Lincoln. 
The additions of these names 
to history books could hardly 
complicate or prolong 
courses and would be wonders 
for the perspective of White 
students and the morale of 
Negro students. 


HE PHYSICAL sciences 

constitute another point 
at what race prejudice can be 
attacked. By teaching the 
facts about the physical make- 
up of human .beings many 
widely held superstitions 
could be shown to be with- 
out foundation. Had efforts 
in this direction been made 
years ago, public opinion 
would have rebelled, during 
the war against the segrega- 
tion of Negro blood by the Red 
Cross blood bank. One is 
shocked and amazed at the 
number of people who sin- 
cerely believe that the race of 
a person is changed by the 
transfusion into his body of 
the blood of a member pf an- 
other race. Another widely 
held superstition is that in- 
termarriage results in trans- 
mitting to the-children of the 


couple the worst traits of both 


posters were made and dis- 
tributed to each room; two 
collectors were appointed for 
each room and instructed to 
urge student donations; and a 
daily bulletin was issued to in- 
form the school of daily prog- 
ress. Over 1,100 articles of 
clothing were collected from a 
school whose membership is 
not 500, and most of whom 
have to travel to school via 
crowded subways, busses and 
trolley cars. An interest in 
the activity of Friendship 
House was thus aroused in the 
students and their families. 
One boy offered his car for 
transporting bundles to 135th 
street, and others asked if 
they could go to see the work 
in progress in Harlem. 


HE ENTHUSIASM thus 
won must be fanned con- 
stantly. A nucleus of inter- 
ested students can become 
apostles of tolerance in their 
family and social groups. An 
attitude of mind is the first 
and most valuable aid towards 
the final goal. If this can be 
gained, the rest is compara- 
tively easy. It can become 
more easy if the atmosphere of 
the entire day is permeated 
with tolerance, if each class 
period promotes it in small 
ways when the opportunity 
presents itself. A _ teacher 
realizes that a pupil will re- 
act unfavorably if he is del- 
uged with a constant barrage 
of propaganda—and truthful- 
ly, this is what our campaign 
is in its final analysis—but a 
skillful teacher knows by ex- 
perience how and when to in- 
troduce thought - provoking 
hints and messages during the 
general class work. 
Widespread as departmen- 
talization is in the secondary 
school system, most teachers 
still teach two or more fields 
in addition to religion. In 
English and history, subjects 


the | 


Brother From Kentucky Answers 
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other superstitions have many 
adherents, but many other 
wise very well educated peo- 
ple are victims. Surely high 
school students ought to be| She is 71 years old and lives 
taught the facts which would | in a hovel without coal or the 
make them immune to such| proper kind of food. She is 
poison. entirely without funds and 
School administrations can | hasn’t even the money to buy 
do much. Inviting qualified |a postage stamp. Only a can 
and interesting speakers who | of beans would help. 
are members of minority | 
groups to address assemblies? W. Ruschin 
'would have a good effect on | Berlin - Spandau 
the attitudes of students. Ex- | Alt-Pichelsdorf 14 
tra-curricular activities pro-| A 75-year-old man who says: 
vide a fertile field for con- | “Some time ago I have been a 
| structive programs in the race | 800d taxpayer. Nowadays I 


| relations field. The techniques | 2m a needy wretch living on 
to be used in this last area | the lowest ration. Though my 


| body is weakened I am trying 
ito start a new existence with 
the aid of the remaining part 
of my force of will, supporting 
my brave wife, who is suffer- 
ing like me. I have always 
been, as a freemason, an ad- 
versary +o the Nazis.” 





z Not only do these and 


will vary according to circum- 
stances in each school but the 
broad outlines can be secured 
from a number of agencies 
and organizations. 

And what can the individ- 
ual teacher do about all this? 
The teacher can make his or 
her views known at faculty 
meetings and parent-teacher 
association meetings. The! palermo, Italy 
teacher can join teacher} This young lady. would like 
groups with a broad program | to become a nun but has not 
covering whole school sys-|the necessary clothing nor 
tems. He or she may become} money to buy them. 
adviser to one of the student 
clubs and ther make a contri- | Rev. Sister M. Josephine 
bution. 625 Michigan Ave. N. E. 

Yes, there is much to do and | Washington, D. C. 
much that can be done at once; Tragically and urgently 
if the schools would serve one | needed clothing, canned goods, 
of their noblest purposes. and staples for destitute Ger- 

Vincent Baker. /| many. 





Matilda Mirabella 
Via al Monte Pellegrino 182 





which I teach, there is much| Fear of duplication will 
room to continue the project | limit the discussion of class- 
begun in religion class. In|room activity in the history 
English composition bothjclass. Mifch that has pervad- 
written and oral there can be | ed the religion course will find 
a general diffusion of such|a similar field here in culti- 
topics. as “Racial Tolerance | vating Catholic and patriotic 
and American Democracy,” |.aspects of racial tolerance and 
“Communism’s Appeal to Vic-| social justice. In American 
tims of Racial Prejudice,” | history the student should be 
“America’s Debt to the Ne-| informed of the reasons be- 
gro,” mixed in with allied ma- | hind the attitude to the Negro 
terial. Most students appre-|in North and South America. 
ciate concrete suggestions | The respective Protestant and 
rather than the vagueness of | Catholic cultures which are 
“Rainy Afternoon” or “My|behind each civilization 
Library.” Please do not feel|Should be investigated and 
that I undervalue the per-| discussed. The historical con- 
sonal essay, but juniors and|tribution of all groups to 
seniors like to air their youth-| American culture should be 
ful political and sociological |¢mphasized, with particular 
views, and this method is ad- | 4ttention paid to the additions 
mirably suited to our pro-| made by the Negro. 

gram. If the student can be con- 

In American literature the | Vinced of the dangers of ra- 
cial prejudice to his country 
he will be quick to defend 
basic matters of right and jus- 
tice. That much-desired vocal 
Catholic laity is to spring 
from these and similar stu- 
dents. By encouraging stu- 
dent opinion in letters to 
newspapers and periodicals, 
by suggesting participation in 
interracial meetings, the good 
work will be developed. 

But behind all this must 
stand a teacher who wishes to 
promote these ideals in the 
minds of his students. His 
role cannot be minimized. A 
deep knowledge of the aims of 
racial tolerance and social jus- 
tice is. of first importance; 
without it enthusiasm can be 
misguided and can bring ruin 
in its wake. A personality 
that inspires is invaluable, but’ 
a willingness to work and an 
ardor for the task, combined 
with tact, supply for the de- 
ficiency. These traits, com- 
bined with prayer and good 
example, complete the pro-' 

ted 249 


contribution of Negro folk- 
lore as seen in the work of 
Joel Chandler Harris is well 
known. An explanation is in 
order for the paucity of Negro 
literature until our own day, 
when the Negro is coming into 
his heritage. Citations of their 
work in the realm of contem- 
porary fiction and non-fiction 
convince the student of the 
truth of your statements. Like- 
wise significant are indica- 
tions of the Negro contribu- 
tions, to the modern American 
theatre in the performance of 
such men as Canada Lee and 
Paul Robeson. 


OOKS BY AND about 

Negroes should find a 
place on the class reading 
lists. The conquest of handi- 
caps and the attainment of 
success by such men as George 
Washington Carver and Book- 
er T. Washington will appeal 
to most students. As part of 
this work the English teacher 
can suggest to the school li- 
brarian the purchase of such 
books for the school library, 


’ Brother Randal, CPX} 
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Teaching Aids 


“Negro Heroes”—A 32-page 


true comic booklet in color 
for American youth. 








Spring is the time of renewal. 

It is taken for granted that outward things must be renewed. 
It is taken for granted that clothes must be renewed, 

It is taken for granted that paint mist be repainted. 


INCIDENT 


Once riding in old Baltimore, 
Heart-filled, head-filled with glee, 








It is taken for granted that homes must be cleaned : : ‘ imorean 
If spring is a time of renewal, why is it taken ior granted Glimpses into the lives and — yar ight at 
That material things only must be renewed? deeds of Negro heroes who Keep looking straight at me. ‘ 





Why should only “clothes be renewed? 
Why should only paint be repainted? 
Why should only houses be cleaned? 
If spring is a time of renewal, 


have colored the history of 
America. 10c per copy. 
Published by National Ur- 








Now | was eight and very small, 
And he was no whit bigger, 








Inward things can be renewed as well as outward things. 


Or renewing my clothes. 


For spring is the time of renewal. 
—PHILIPPA STEWART CRAIG. 





Positive Approach 


(Continued from page 1) 


itive — perhaps reading or 


telling stories about colored | 


and white children playing 
happily together, perhaps 
showing pictures of children 
of different races. But always 
the idea of prejudice should 
be concealed. It is possible for 
people to work so hard to 
eradicate bigotry that they 
actually instill in children the 
ideas which they wish to 
obliterate, 


The story has been told of 
a boy who enjoyed telling his 
Mother about the things which 
he and his best friend did at 
school. He attended an in- 
terracial school and this made 
his mother curious. One day 
she asked if his friend was a 


colored boy. So he said, “What | 


do you mean?” 


“Is his skin darker than 
yours?” she asked. 

The child replied, “I don’t 
know. I'll have to notice 
tomorrow.” 


HILDREN ARE not often 

so oblivious to the color. 
They usually start becoming 
prejudiced when they are still 
quite young. Little children 
are likely to make very cutting 
remarks about other children. 
Some times when a situation 
of this type arises, the ap- 
proach is negative in so far as 
it tends to break down ideas 
which we do not want—but 
positive in so far as it must 


“THE GRAIL” ENGLAND. 
| 

‘substitute for the old and 
| erroneous ideas, the new and 
right ideas so well termed in 
; our Constitution “... all men 
) are created free and equal.” 


| A short time ago one of my 
| second grade boys made a re- 
| mark about “niggers.” He was 
}a little taken back when I 
jagreed with him and then 
went on to explain that this 
was a term used in reference 
/to any cowardly person re- 
| gardless of color. Immediate- 
|ly someone brought up. the 
subject of color—for this ex- 
planation of the term “nigger” 
|was an entirely new one to 

them. Then in a rather apol- 
|ogetic tone, someone said, 
i“Well, Bobby isn’t so very 
'dark.” (Bobby is the only 
jcolored child in the second 
| grade this year.) 


I agreed that his skin wasn’t 
much darker than that of any- 
one else in the room—but then 
I asked if that made Bobby 
any better than if he were, 
very, very dark. The children 
hastened to assure me that 
color made no difference. 


Of course the children know 
the response that I want to 
hear for we have come to sim- 
ilar conclusions in discussions 
which have resulted from un- 
complimentary things said 
about the Japanese and Chi- 
nese—that it is the person 
himself and the things he does 
which are important and not 
the color of his skin. But I 
hope and believe that they 
are sincere when they say it. 





Muriel B. Crego. 


HARLEM VOLUNTEER’S COLUMN 


Our youngest and our oldest; by the Committee of Catho- 
volunteer both decided to take} lics for Human Rights. This 
a rest from Friendship House | committee was formed in 


at the same time. Gloria Wim- 
pey and Grandma Stuart went 
down for the count for a few 
weeks and make believe we 
didn’t miss them. Grandma is 
our glamour girl and Gloria 
our talented young artist. We 
are now most happy to report 
that they are well on the way 
to recovery and we hope to 
have them with us soon again. 
Hurry up back both of you. 
We have so much talent 
about the House that we have 
decided to put it to work. Un- 
usual in F. H. isn’t it. The vol- 
unteers are about to put their 
efforts into something really 
sen-sa-tion-al. An operetta by 
us (no offense to any com- 
poser living or dead) words 
and lyrics by Slezak, Zimmer- 
mann, Perry and Visnewski. 
Union wages and everything. 
We hope to have it whipped 
into shape sometime in May. 
Want to get invited to the 
best places. Be a volunteer at 
F. H. Some of us were invited 
to attend the Human Rights 
Dinner in honor of Basil 
O’Connor and The Most Rev- 
erend Richard J. Cushing 
given at the Waldorf-Astoria 


} 


1939 and is dedicated to safe- 
guarding the dignity of human 
beings against violation by 
bigots in all fields. Each of 
the speakers in turn stressed 
the importance of safeguard- 
ing our doctrine of human 
rights and correctly translat- 
ing it for the security of man- 
kind, for if we do not trans- 
late and correctly present it 
other isms and ideologies will 


seize upon it and distort it. 


Our beloved “B” was in 
town for a few days. She came 
in like the proverbial March 
wind. Fast but not furiously. 
She breezed through New 
York this time but next time 
we intend to really pin her 
down and make her spend a 
few evenings with us. Some 
real old fashioned fire side 
chats. 

A couple of our favorite 


volunteers, Joe Newman and 
John Carr dropped into F-.H. 


last week to say hello. Joe and | 


John are both at Seton Hall 
College and busy as can be. 
However when they get free 
time guess where they spend 
it. Right... At. F.H. 


ban League, 1133 Broadway, 


commentary may be shown 

on any 35 mm. single 

frame silent film strip pro- 

jector. $1.00 Catholic Inter- 

racial Council, 1003 Law- 

yer’s Building, Detroit 26, 
| Michigan. 

‘Sculptures of Richmond 
Barthe. In photogravures. 
For classroom- use in Art 
and interracial understand- 
ing. 2 sizes. 10x12 with 13 
pages covering 20 items. 
$2.00. 3x4 inches. 6 items. 
15e. Order from Harmon 
Foundation, 140 Nassau St., 
N. Y. 7, N. Y. 


And so! smiled, but he poked out 


Spiritual things can be , : e + 4 
Why cannot fervor be renewed? "Was ton not feith be rekindled? iy ie ss ar ; His tongue, and called me, ‘Nigger.’ 
I could spend as much time ‘ e egro an conomic 
. renewing my faith, in renewing my fervor Security” — An original I saw the whole of Baltimore 
s in cleani ‘ inti in tennele sli ° ° 
im « ng the house, repainting the paintwork, slide film. 72 frames and From May until December; 


Of all the things that happened there 


That's all that I 





remember. 
Countee Cullen. 
Reprinted from “COLOR” 


COUNTEE CULLEN 


Negro poet, born in New Y 


ork City. Educated in the ele- 


mentary and high schools of New York City, with an A.B. 
degree and a Phi Beta Kappa Key from New York University, 
an M.A. from Harvard, arrantly opposed to any form of en- 


forced racial segregation. 


He had regretted that no part of 


his academic education had been drawn from a racial school. 
He also had said that he wished any merit that may be in his 


work to flow from it solely as 


the expression of a poet—with 


no racial consideration to bolster it up. He died last year at 


the age of forty-three. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

| heat and enthusiasm. We have 
\few, if any, daring pioneers. 
There is an appalling discrep- 
lancy between the principle 
and its practical application. 
It is precisely this which 
creates the problem. In re- 
ality, for the thoroughly Cath- 
olic mind the question of in- 
terracialism should pose no 
problem. 


There are two points of view 
to be considered—that of the 
pupil and the teacher, While 
the home, even the Catholic 
home is suffering from the 
inevitable havoc of an un- 
christian rule of life, the 
school must assume a double 
function—that of forming the 
child’s ideas and providing 
him with opportunities to ac- 
tually live what he has learn- 
ed. From his earliest years, 
the child must view interra- 
cialism from the standpoint of 
the Mystical Body of Christ. 
As far as I know, and I have 
read widely on the subject, the 


Church has never made an, 


accidental difference grounds 
for exclusion from the Mysti- 
cal Body. Thus, the corpo- 
rateness of mankind and the 
dignity of the human being 
will become integral tenets in 
the child’s philosophy of life. 
This doctrine gives a wide 
scope for performing the spir- 
itual and corporal works of 
mercy for the Negro as well 
as the white member of 
Christ’s Body. A well inte- 
grated course in Religion 
would necessarily include this 
in its program. Then, too, if 
the dignity of the Negro is to 
be appreciated ample oppor- 
tunity should be given him to 
develop his talents, assume 
responsibility and work with 
his white associates within the 
framework of all his school 
and outside activities. If this 
method is followed in a school, 
the white child will accept the 
world and his immediate en- 
vironment for what it is really 
worth. He will disdain polite 
condescension and stiff-necked 
toleration. (I hate this word 
as Father Gannon says, “It’s 
only a half way house between 
love and hate.”) 


HE EDUCATOR earries 
the major share of the 
burden. Our students, even 
the most lethargic, will reflect 
the philosophy that is ours. 


Until we as teachers, are 
throroughly imbued with the 
realization that the Mystical 
Body makes us one with our 
neighbor, we cannot teach the 
doctrine to our pupils. The 
Pauline epithet “sounding 
brass” or “tinkling symbol”— 
this is the picture we paint. 

No one can deny that many 
or our Catholic faculties have 
failed to realize the import of 
this doctrine in regard to in- 
terracialism. Too many, far 
too many of our schools have 
meted out to the Negro a more 
severe treatment than he has 
received from secular sources. 
Vain is our teaching if we 
have not charity—a universal 
charity not a pseudo-pietistic 
charity that is perforce propi- 
tiously canalized. Recognizing 
the genuine value of each in- 
dividual as a personality, dis- 
tinct and real and God-like, 
the educator can make no 
distinction in accepting, teach- 
ing or rating a Negro. 

It is evident that all our 
Catholic schools are not ready 
to go all the way. Too often 
Negroes are barred from our 
institutions solely on the basis 
of color. True, our parish 
schools can not avoid, in some 
cases, enrolling a safe number 
of Negroes, where circum- 
stances demand such. But an 
astounding number of our 
schools still raise insurmount- 
able obstacles to Negro pupils. 
Most of our more select acad- 
emies will not even risk Negro 
infiltration. 


F COURSE, THERE are 

Catholic schools that 
admit students indiscrimina- 
tely. Apparently, the Negro 
is on a par with the white 
student. But when his status 
is threatened, they fail to 
rally to his defense. In the 
school in which I am 
stationed we have one 
Negro girl among 350 June 
graduates. She is exception- 
ally talented (using white 
standards) well liked and 
generally received. The school 
is planning a weekend trip to 
Washington (the seat of our 
democracy) for the seniors. 
In an effort to avoid the trip 
and its consequences, our 
Negro girl has feigned all 
manner of excuse (she knows 
that she will be forced to stay 
alone at a hotel reserved for 
negroes). Not one of us, facul- 
ty or student, raised one pro- 


test at this condition. Our 
| graduates are going without 
| her. 

Obviously, a dismal picture 
of instances of racial prejudice 
has been painted. To leave the 
reader with this impression 
would be a serious injustice to 
conscientious Catholic educa- 
tors. Fortunatély, there are 
glimmers of light and hope. In 
a rather select academy, the 
ee admitted the first 

egro student — a somewhat 
radical and unprecedented 
move. The reaction of the 
student body was varied. Six 
students, positively resentful, 
threatened to withdraw. The 
| principal arranged for an .im- 
mediate transfer. Unexpec- 
tedly rebuffed, the students 
apologized the next morning. 


In some of our schools 
some of the white students 
themselves are giving great 
promise. Conscious of their 
responsibility as members of 
the Mystical Body, they are 
devising means of solving in- 
terracial problems among 
themselves. The other day 
we overheard a group discus- 
sing their Senior Prom. The 
presence of one Negro girl in 
their class created the pro- 
|blem. The girls are deter- 
mined that she will not only 
attend the Prom, but that it 
will prove to be one of her 
happiest memories. She is to 
be included in their group and 
each of their escorts will be 
expected to accept her. 

These after all, are only 
isolated cases in _ isolated 
schools drawn from a- very 
limited field. How many 
teachers given the opportunity 
could duplicate similar ex- 
periences. 

It is difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to live in a world such 
as ours and not become im- 
pregnated with its materi- 
alism or fatuously deluded by 
its propaganda. Perhaps this 
will explain though it could 
never excuse the mediocrity 
and complacency prevalent 
among Catholics. Interraeial- 
ism is a challenge to the Cath- 
olic mind at its best. 





We are praying for that 
dynamic book “This is My 
Story” by 


Louis Francis 
Budenz. Does anyone want 
to add it to our library 
shelves? 
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Farm Bulletin 


oo THE air is cold 


| 
minds and hands are busy pre- | 


worker at the Farm, has sent | 
out a big batch of Summer | hear 
School announcements and! possible. This year, too, they 


each mail brings him an in-/ will have a chance to help us| for hours in its hot water bath | 


hood neither of whom is able 

and the final vestiges of|to return to us this summer. 
snow remain on the fields our | So if there are young apostles 
who would like ae their | hikes, picnics, rest, swimming, organized and 
; ; ~ “t,,| Vacation or part of it to the| private recreation. There will be manual 
paring for the Seer Jim | cause of interracial justice by 
Quinlin, now_a resident staff) helping us with our outdoor 
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_ MARLEM FRIENDSHIP HOUSE NEWS 
Friendship House Summer School of Catholic Interracial Techniques , 


THIS IS DIRECTED to all adults—men 
and women, colored and white—who realize 
the need 
to bind the wounds of the Mystical Body 
caused by prejudice, hatred, and injustice on 
the one hand, and by fear, insecurity, and 
deprivation on the other 
and who see the need for theological and 
liturgical background in dealing with the 
“race question” and other social problems 
of our day. 

Have you ever had a real INTEGRATED 
CATHOLIC VACATION? It is great fun and 
you will learn much. Why not try one? 

THE FRIENDSHIP HOUSE SCHOOL of 
CATHOLIC INTERRACIAL TECHNIQUES, 
the latest branch of FRIENDSHIP HOUSE, 
offers you just that. For nine long years we 
of the staff of FRIENDSHIP HOUSE have 
labored in the most desolate portion of the 
Lord’s Vineyard in the United States—the 
Interracial Field. We have learned much and 
now we desire to share with all who are 
interested, the fruit of that labor and that 
knowledge. 

Let us, therefore, get together, and living 
together for one or two short weeks, talk 
over the most important SINGLE THING on 
which rests, not only our common destiny, 
but that of the whole world—THE RESTOR- 
ATION OF MANKIND TO CHRIST. 

We shall begin our duty with Mass. After 
breakfast we shall recite in common Prime, 
that beautiful morning prayer of the Church. 
We shall finish the day with Compline, Her 
evening prayer. 

Throughout the day there will be lectures 
by priests and laymen, round-table discus- 
sions and seminars. There will be time for 


work, too, gardening, dishwashing, bed- 
making and cleaning of quarters, FOR IT 


| work we would be glad to! ALL GOES TOGETHER. 
from them as soon as 


Two terms are again available for the 





“Catholic schools have a/us so completely and so in- 






ies 


April, 1947 





summer of 1947, each of two weeks duration: 

First Term: Sunday, July 6 to Saturday, 
July 19; 

Second Term: Sunday, July 27 to Saturday, 
August 9. 

Please specify when registering what term 
you desire and on what day you plan to ar- 
rive. Special arrangements are made for 
those desiring to stay only one week. The 
program of studies will be the same for each 
term. TUITION AND BOARD will be thirty- 
five dollars for one week and sixty dollars 
for the full two week term. 

REGISTRATION FOR ENROLLMENT 
CLOSES FINALLY ON JUNE 1. Acceptance 
will be based strictly on priority in the time 
of application. 

THE CURRICULUM—is designed to get at 
the very heart of our problem and so will 
consist of: 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE MYSTICAL 
BODY OF CHRIST—WHICH BRINGS TO 
US AS NOTHING ELSE CAN THAT WE 
ARE “ONE WORLD IN GOD,” 

THE LITURGY — WHICH PRESENTS 
THE FULLNESS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING; 

INTERRACIAL TECHNIQUES — WHICH 
HELP US TO UNDERSTAND, AND, UN- 
DERSTANDING, HEAL THE GREATEST 
WOUND ON THE MYSTICAL BODY OF 
CHRIST IN AMERICA; 

THE ROYAL ROAD TO GOD—WHICH 
GIVES US THE SIGN POSTS THAT HELP 
US ON THE WAY. 

The School is open to laymen and laywomen; 

Sisters who are permitted to stay in private 
homes such as ours; . 

Priests and seminarians for whom separate 
quarters will be provided. 

FOR ANY FURTHER DETAILS WRITE 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO: 

James Quinlin, Dean 
St. Joseph’s Farm, 
Marathon City, Wisconsin. 


— 





quiry or suggestion. He will) in our camp program which] until the right stage of de-|major problem in counteract- tangibly that we are unaware 
velopment is reached. The/ing paganism fostered by of its manifestations in our 


be happy to send you the cir-| will follow the summer school. 


cular describing the courses if} We hope to bring a group of 


you will send him a postal| Negro children to the Farm— 
Shc hat het rca nO pra» 
’ . ays from the squalor an 

du ‘Lac has promised to donate | strife of a big city Ghetto and 
, naga gta A eagle = them . chance - play in 

; ‘ jthe sunshine and water— 
es do. — ree we had |}away from the dangers which 
such success that we are €n-| beset children whose lives are 
couraged to try an aoe larger ispent on the sidewalks of | 
plot this time. Our ummer | overcrowded and noisy thor- 
School tien gg eee Mo oag | Oushfares. Incidentally if any 
a about t th ae |e you readers have croquet 
at every mea at we fel | sets, badminton sets, or any 
repaid for the effort involved ‘type of outdoor recreational 
—and when we go down equipment gathering dust in 


the cellar and fondly gaze on | the garage or attic we would) 


shining rows of Mason jars we| appreciate your sending it to 
return to the seed catalogues | ys to use during the camp 
with new zeal. The other day | sessions and the summer 
we came across the following | g¢hool. 
comment on gardening—writ- | 
ten in 1657 by William Coles! N SAINT JOSEPH’S day 
“And if Gentlemen which we celebrated the first 
have little else to doe, would anniversary of our formal 
be ruled by me, I would advise opening with a High Mass of 
them to spend their spare | Thanksgiving at our parish 
time in their Gardens; either |church. Marie Faust, our be- 
in digging, setting, weeding, |loved visiting volunteer, was 
or the like, than which there! with us, for the occasion. 
is no better way in the world , Speaking of volunteers we 
to preserve health. If a man’ said good-bye recently to one 
want an Appetite to his Vic- | of our first and most faithful 
tuals, the smell of the earth! helpers, Loretta Rebman, who 
new turned up, by digging /|left her position as teacher in 


with a Spade will produce it, | 
and if he be inclined to Con- | 
sumption it will recover him. | 
; Gentiewomen, if the ground | 
be not too wet, may doe them- 


< 


the Marathon High School to 
become Mrs. Leo Michael and 
is now living in Jordan, Min- 
nesota. Marie Faust has been 
experimenting with salt rising 


nee iain teen ete a 
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selves much good by kneeling bread—the mere smell of 
upon a Cushion and weeding.| which gives her nostalgic 
And thus both sexes might |memories. We irreverently re- 
divert themselves from Idle- | fer to it as the atomic mixture 
nesse, and evill Company, as she slowly and _ pains- 
which oftentimes prove the takingly produces the 
ruine of many ingenious “growth” which replaces the 
people.” Nearly three hun-/|commercially prepared yeasts. 
dred years later we would 
like to offer a few seminarians to create the ferment in the 
the chance to gain “an Ap-| average city kitchen but with 
petite to their Victuals” byj|our great wood stove Marie 
coming to help us work the | can place the jar containing 
garden. Last year we were the corn-meal, sugar, salt and 
aided immeasurably by two) scalding milk on the back of 
young students for the priest-!the range and let it simmer 
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}than our regular bread with 
{a faint and intriguing flavor 
and is particularly good when 
toasted. We attended the Na- 
tional Catholic Conference on 
Family Life in Chicago and 
were impressed by the throngs 
of high school and college 
people listening earnestly to 
the papers presented by lead- 
ers in Catholic social thought. 
Throughout the Conference 
the emphasis was laid on a 
realistic and thoughtful con- 
sideration and discussion of 
family life and what helps and 
harms that basis of Christian 
society. Birth control, divorce, 
housing shortages, indecent 
books and movies with their 
insidious effects on the young 
|mind, higher living costs with- 
out a corresponding upgrade 
‘in salaries and many other 
|vital subjects were thrown 
| open for examination and the 
keynote of the Conference 
|was the all-enfolding Chris- 
|tian solution for these prob- 
‘lems to be found in our 
Church with its truly radical 
social program. One of the fea- 
|tures of the Conference was 
the renewal of their marriage 
| vows at the Holy Name Cathe- 
jdral of twelve hundred 
couples who had been married 
more than twenty-five years. 
A thought which has haunted 
us since hearing it was the 
blunt statement by Dr. Clar- 
ence Elwell, superintendent of 
schools for the Catholic dio- 
cese of Cleveland that . . 
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FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


final loaf is smaller and flatter 


| Catholic parents in their own daily actions and speech. We 
homes.” This is indeed an in- | must join Cardinal Newman 
dictment which all of us who! in his prayer that in all our 
belong to or are heads of dealing with others we may 
families most ponder seri-!. “preach Thee without 
ously. So closely do we live, preaching, not by words but 
that the very thoughts we) by our example, by the catch- 
think in secret affect those ing force, the sympathetic in- 
about us. We must all then| fluence of what we do, the 
strive against the corroding evident fullness of the love 


influence of pagan thought 
and culture which surrounds 


THE BARONESS 


ENT IS GONE, and so has 

Easter. It has been a good 
Lent for me. I finished re- 
editing my second book, and 
have sent-it down to Sheed 
and Ward. Between us we 
battled titles out, and finally 
decided on calling it “DEAR 
BISHOP” instead of “A CRY 
IN THE WILDERNESS,” for 
the book is really a series of 
letters to a Bishop, so why 
not say so. 

It feels grand to be the 
author of a second book, al- 
most grander than being the 
author of just one. But look 
how far I have to go to catch 
|}up with Eddie my husband, 
ihe has TEN books to his credit, 
yet I bet he is as thrilled as 
iI am every time another one 
comes out. This time his new- 
est is “MARTIN” also pub- 


JOTS IT DOWN 


our hearts bear to Thee.” 
—M. D. 


— 


'in Washington, D. C., N. Y. C., 
‘New Jersey, Boston, Provi- 
| dence, R.L., ete. It is good to 
know that I have so many, 


‘and such wonderful friends 
still, all over USA and Can- 
‘ada. Which makes me smile, 
for long ago and far away, 
when I sold all things to take 
up my Cross (which has been 
so light) and follow Him, in 
‘founding Friendship House, 
one of the things I sort of was 
‘worrying about, was losing 
'the few friends I had then . 

'And look at me now? The 
Lord smiled, and gave me 
hundreds of new wonderful 
(ones for each I had left for 
| His sake. Try as you will, God 
is never outdone in generosity. 
| SOS...If you have old silk 
stockings, no matter how torn, 


lished by Sheed and Ward, it send them along to me, Cath- 
is the life story of Blessed Mar-|erine Doherty, 8 West Walton 
tin de Porres, Eddie’s heaven- Pl., Chicago 10, Ill. I am col- 


ly Pal. 
I also went a lecturing, and 





.|Saw many old and dear friends, 


No doubt it would be difficult | s4 West 135th St. New York 20, N. Y. 


lecting them for an old lady 
| who makes her living making 
‘rugs out of them. Thank you. 
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